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Finding our Patriarch 
Here’s the Shinabarger/Shinaberry Latest 


What our research has consistently shown is that John Shinabarger was born in Virginia about 
1764. No record thus far has pointed to any other state or country. It is thought that his father 
was probably born in Germany between 1735 and 1740, and probably emigrated between 1750- 
1755. These records are not recognized as yet. I say recognized because our mystery immigrant 
may be on the ships’ list but his surname has not been confirmed as yet. Is he the Hans 
Schneeberger who came over on the Queen of Denmark in 1751? Unknown. 


The Shinabarger surname appears to have morphed from Shinaberry. Its Germanic spelling 
would be quite different. Where that spelling originated is unknown but earliest records find 
Shinaberry (Shannaberry, Shinabery, Sheneberry) commonly used. John appears as Shinabery in 
1808 Knox County OH, John Sheneberry/Shinaberry in 1809 and 1814 Wayne Co. land deeds, 
and John Shinaberry when he married his second wife Mehetable Crowfoot Murdock in 1820. 
Occasionally, I see the sons as Shinaberry in records. However, John’s Will of 1836 is written for 
John Shinabarger. He is unable to write and makes his mark on the Will. So much of spelling 
depends on who can write, who does the writing or census taking, and how they spell it. The 
children are almost always seen as Shinabarger. 


It is unknown but it appears certain that John Shinabarger married his first wife sometime around 
1793 in Virginia. An early history written 26 years after his death and attributed to his son James 
who was born in 1801: 


“John Shinabarger emigrated from Virginia in 1802, to Pennsylvania, from thence to Mount 
Vernon, Knox Co. Ohio in 1805 and in 1810 from the last-named place to Mohican Township, 
Ashland Co., Ohio... Entered southwest quarter of section 23 in said township. This quarter he 
partly cleared, and erected there a sawmill and resided until his death, 7 March 1837, aged 74 
years. When he removed to Mohican Township, his wife and seven children constituted his 
family, the only survivor of whom, residing in Ashland County, is James S. Shinabarger, of 
Perry Township” of whom Horace S. Knapp was “‘indepted for the" entry in his History of 
Ashland Co. OH published 1863. Ashland was formed from Wayne County in 1846 so John 
1764 only lived in Wayne Co. and his farmland remains in Mohican Township, Wayne County, 
Ohio. 


Further, all later records record John’s first 4 children (Jacob, Susanna, John Jr, James) as being 
born in Virginia. His 4 youngest children (Mary, Joseph, Nancy, Rebecca) record they were born 
in Ohio. 


Cousin and fellow researcher Kipp Shinabarger designed an excellent chart to follow John’s 
dates: 


Note: There is confusion when it comes to states and specific locations in early records as many 
records refer to West Virginia. West Virginia was carved out of Virginia in 1863. Therefore, to 
say someone was born in Berkeley County, West Virginia in 1760s is in error as Berkeley 
County did not exist but Frederick County, Virginia did. Berkeley was carved from Frederick in 
1772 and became West Virginia in 1863. Finding records requires keeping these dates in mind. 


In my 2022 research within the Shenandoah Valley counties of Augusta, Pocahontas, Highland 
and others, I was able to locate the families of Catherine Shinaberry/James Trimble and Jacob 


Shinaberry/Margaret Life. No John Shinabarger. 


However, Y DNA and autosomal DNA are definitely linking Jacob Shinaberry/Life, Catherine 
Shinaberry Trimble, and Michael Shinaberry/Barnes to our John Shinabarger 1764. A Michael 
Schéneberger/Shanabarger also is DNA linked via their Shanabarger descendants and appears to 
be at least one generation earlier. 


This year, 2023, I visited the Virginia counties of Frederick and Fairfax; Berkeley County, West 
Virginia; Maryland counties of Washington and Frederick; and Pennsylvania’s Lancaster and 
York. None of the VA/WV counties were far from each other, even if one were riding a horse. 


It is important to recognize allied families, those that marry into the Shinaberry/Shinabarger and 
Schoneberger/Shanabarger families. Men married neighboring women or women from their 
church and often siblings married siblings. The first wife of John Shinabarger and the mother of 
all his children could be one of the neighboring surnames found in records. 


From my research, it appeared our John Shinabarger originated from somewhere in the VA 
counties of Fairfax and Frederick. My visit to Winchester in Frederick County may have hit the 
motherlode. There, references to two John Shannaberry were found in the 1787 Personal 
Property Tax records for Berkeley County, West Virginia. The 1787 property records record 
males over 21 and males above 16 and under 21. Remember, in 1787 this location was Virginia. 
In 1764, when John Shinabarger was thought to have been born, it was Frederick County, 
Virginia. In 1787, our John would have been about 23 and his father, if alive, would have been 
about 50. Considering German naming traditions and propensity to multiply and often use the 
same names, I would expect more siblings other than John. I doubt John was an only child. 


This 1787 tax list is considered more valuable than the Census of 1790 as it includes more names 
and also females if they owned property. VA 1790 Census was destroyed in War of 1812; there is 
an 1810 Federal Census. It is thought that at least 95-98% of all white males are in this tax list. 
Males were Tithable in the County at 16, tithable in state at 21. Non-tithable exemptions given if 
infirmed, not a citizen of VA, minister, soldier or sailor. If a man owned property in 2 counties or 
in different quarters of the county he was exempt from tithe except in place of residence. Records 
reflect number of slaves, horses and cattle owned. Appointed Commissioners recorded all 
residents and number of slaves in a specific district. 


Personal Property Berkeley County tax records are on microfilm from 1783-1853 while earlier 
records begin 1774. I read 1783-1807. Not all years recorded males under 16 as they did in 1787 
(left). Also, while names are listed according to alphabet, under each letter names appear to be 
listed in order of recording. Thus, I believe proximity can be judged. My added comments are in 
italics: 
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1) 1783 — Taxed men include Barns/Barnes, Blue. Very hard to read 
2) 1784 — Taxed include several Barnes/Barns, Blue, and Metcalf. Very hard to read 


3) 1785 - John Shunaberry | white male above 21, 2 whites under 21, 4 horses, 4 cattle. 
Men also taxed are Barnes, Blue and Metcalf. Robert Stephens District 


All these surnames are allied families who require further tracking as they marry, move with, or 
continue to live in proximity to Shinaberry. Barnes married a Shinaberry, Blue marries a 
Shinabarger, and a Metcalf purchases the farm next to John Shinabarger in Wayne Co. OH. 


1786 — John Shenaberry with 3 horses 4 cattle; next in list is John Shenaberry Jr. with male 
above 21 and | horse. George Cunningham’s District 


I believe this entry reflects our John Shinabarger 1764 and his father John 
Sen. John would have reached age 21 about 1785. He continues to appear in 
lists after 1786. 


Until 1787, there was only one annual list of taxpayers. In 1788 it changed to two per 
year. No tax collected for 1808, the General Assembly did not pass tax collecting 
legislation for that year. 
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1787 — dated 9 April James Watson District (Jacob Bedinger 4" Battalion) John Shannaberry 1 
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white male under 21(probably a son), 6 horses, 3 cattle. With him is John Shannaberry Jr. as 1 
white male above 21. Another entry tax list by Schreiner-Yantis shows that John paid the tax on 
himself and also for John Junior. 


Also, named in this tax list for the same district is Teter Barnes( I white above 21, 1 white under 
21, 4 horses, 14 cattle). Teter s daughter is Catherine Barnes who marries Michael Shinaberry. 
Taxed within another district are several Blue men and the family of Quick. Elizabeth Quick 
married Abraham Blue and they are the grandparents of Abraham Blue 1792 who later married 
Susanna Shinabarger, Johns daughter. 


4) 1788 — James Wilson District - John Shanaberry Jun with 2 horses is next to John 
Shanaberry Sen with 2 horses. Thomas Hart District are Quick, Blue, and Barnes. 


5) 1789 —James Wilson District - John Shanaberry with 3 horses; a few names later is 
George Shanaberry with | horse; later is John Shaanaberry with | horse. In Hart 
District are Uriah, Abraham, Michael, William, James, and Martha Blue and son Erekiel 
(Martha was not tithable as she was a widow). Tunis, Tunis Jr. and Martin Quick are in 
same district. 

6) 1790 — Wilson District - George Shanaberry | white male above 16 & 1 horse next to 
Michael Shaneberry | white male above 16 & 2 horses. John Shinaberry | white male 
over 16, 2 horses. 


It is unknown the identity of George Shanaberry. He probably is a relation to John Sen. Possibly 
another son who turns of age by 1789. I attribute John Sen. to be the father of John Jr., Jacob, 
Catherine Susanna, and Michael. The recording of George and Michael was in Nov 1790 and of 
John in Feb 1791 so they could live close to each other but separated by the time Commissioner 
arrived. 


7) 1791 — Wilson District - George Shinaberry | white male above 16 and | horse and 
Michael Shinaberry | white male above 16 and 2 horses. Recorded months later is John 
Shaneberry Sen. 2 white males above 16 and | horse. 

8) 1792 — Wilson District - George Sheneberry with 1 white male above 16 and 2 horses 
next to John Sheneberry with | white male above 16 and 1 horse, next to Michael 
Sheneberry with | white male above 16 and 3 horses. Recorded same day in June. 
Recorded in Sept. is John Shenaberry with 2 white males above 16, 1 horse. (Unclear 
which John is Jr. or Sr.) 


These men live in proximity to each other and were recorded the same day. I assume the 
Commissioner followed a logical route of recording the residents of his district and followed 
whatever road or path that existed between farms. Because of the time span of months 
between George in June and John in Sept., it is hard to determine proximity. 


9) 1793 — Wilson District - John Sheneberry | white male | horse. Later John 
Shennebery | white male, 2 horses next to George Shennebery | white male, 2 horses 
who is listed next to Michael Shennebery, | white male, 3 horses. All males recorded 
above 16. 

10) 1794 — James Wilson, Commissioner, listed white males above 16 and horses 
Frederick Blue 1 and 1, Abraham Blue 2 and 2, and David Blue | and 1 
Peter (Teter) Barnes 4 and 2 
Nicholas Shanebery 1 
Jacob Shinnebery | and 1 
John Shanebery | and 2 next to Michael Shanebery | and 2 next to George Shanebery 
2 whites, a neighbor, then John Shanebery | and 1. 


11) 1795 — Winn Winship District - White males above 16 and horses 
Michael Shinnaberry, | and 2, next to George Shinnaberry | and 1, next to John 
Shinnaberry | and 2, next to Jacob Shinnaberry | and 1. Also listed in district is John 
Shinnaberry | white male 1 horse and Nicholas Shinnaberry | white male. 


Nicholas Shinaberry is a new name appearing just in 1794-1795. An Unknown as yet. A 
Nicholas born about 1775 appears in Washington Co. PA in 1810. He may have married in 
1790 VA. 


1796 — Located in District of Commissioner Winn Winship listing white males above 16, slaves 
& horses: 
Teter Barnes 3 and 2, next to Daniel Barnes | and 2 
James Blue 2 white male, 2 blacks above 16, 1 black below 16, 10 horses next to 
William Blue 1 and 2 
Abraham Blue 1 and 1, next to Frederick Blue 1 and 1, next to Henry Blue 1 and 1. 
Michael Shinnaberry, | and 2, next to John Shinnaberry | and 2. 
John Shinnaberry, | and | is also in district. 
- District unable to read nor Commissioner but tenants seem to be: 


John (Taylor) Blue, Nathaniel Blew on Southwood, John Satter Blew, Lekiel Blew living 
on Manning land, David Blew Samuel Blew, Cornelius Blew, William Blew 
George Shanaberry living on Deans land | white male, | horse. 


12) 1797 — District of Commissioner Winn Winship, records list white males and horses. 
Teter Barnes 3 and 2, next to Daniel Barnes 1 and 1. 
Other Blue and Barnes listed. 
Michel Shinnaberry 1 & 3, next to John Shinnaberry | & 1. 
A second John Shinnaberry | & 1. 
Jacob Shinnaberry | & 1. 
Located in a separate District is George Shanyberry | and 1. 


13) 1798 - District of Commissioner Winn Winship lists whites over 16, slaves & horses: 

Teter Barnes 2 and 3 next to Daniel Barnes | and 2. 

James Blue (the Blue always noted with slaves) next to John Barnes | white, 1 horse. 

Abrah Blue Sen 1 and 1, next to Frederick Blue 1 white. 

Nathaniel Blue 1 white, 1 black above 12, 1 horse 

John Shinnaberry | white male over 16. 

Jacob Shinnaberry | white, | horse. 

Michel Shinnaberry | and 2, next to John Shinnaberry 1 &1. 

Jacob Teadrick 2 & 2, next to Christ™ Teadrick 4 & 2. 
(2 Teadrick/Tedrick women marry 2 sons of Teter Barnes. I had not followed Tedrick previous to 
1798) 

- District of Jacob Bedinger, Commissioner: 

John Shanyberry | white male over 16, 1 horse 


14) 1799 - District of William Slaughter, Jr Commissioner, lists whites, slaves and horses 
Teter Barnes 2 white males under 16, next to Daniel Barnes 1 & 2. 
James Blue 2 white, 2 black over 16, 2 black over 12, 5 horses, next to 
John Barnes, 1 & 2. 
Jacob Barnes | & 2. 
Abraham Blue Sen (Bower) | white male, next to Frederick Blue 1 white. 
Nathaniel Blue | white, 1 horse. 
John Shinaberry | white male 
Jacob Shinaberry | white male. 
Michel Shinnaberry | white, next to John Shinnaberry | white. 
Jacob Teadrick 2 & 2, next to Christopher Teadrick 4 & 2. 
- District of Daniel Morgan, Commissioner 
George Shanybury | white male over 16, | horse. 


15) 1800 - District of William Slaughter, Jr Commissioner, lists whites and horses: 

Teter Barnes, Back Creek, 1 white, 3 horses. 

Jacob Barnes, Back Creek, 1 white, 2 horses 

Abraham Blue Sen | white, 1 horse (possibly in T Town) (T Town refers to Tuscarora) 

next 

Frederick Blue 1 white. 

Nathaniel Blue | white,1 horse. 

George Creamer, Sleepy Creek, 1 white, next to Michael Creamer | & 1. (Probably the 
Creamer/Cramer whose son marries Michael Shinaberry/Barnes s daughter Mary and becomes 
the Sheriff of Knox Co. OH) 

George Creamore, Sleepy Creek, 1 white. 


George Eagle, Sleep Creek 1 & 5, next to Edward Eagle 1 & 2, next to Mary Eagle 2 & 2. 
Peter Huff, Sleepy Creek, 1 & 3. (Could this be the father of James Huff who becomes the 
son-in-law of Mehetable Crowfoot Murdock Shinabarger?) 
Edward Ingman, Back Creek, 2 & 6, next to Luke Ingman | & 1 
James Quick in Tuscarora 1 white, 3 horses. 
John Shinaberry in Back Creek 1 white. 
Michael Shinnaberry, Stephens Neck, 1 white. 
John Shinnberry no site given, seems Martinsburg 1 white, 2 horses. 
George Teadrick, Sleepy Creek, 1 & 1. 
- District Daniel Morgan Commissioner 
J Satter Blue, Uriah Blue, Michael Blue and William Blue. 
Edward Gaunt 3 & 6, next to John Gaunt Sen 3, 4, 13, 10 (slaves and plantation) 
George Shanyberry | white, 1 horse. 


16) 1801 — District of William Slaughter Jr, Commissioner — whites above 16 & horses - 
Certified 24 Nov 1801 
Teter Barnes 2 white, 2 horses. 
James Blue 1 white, 4 blacks above 12, 2 blacks above 16, 6 horses, next to 
John Barnes 1 white, 2 horses. 
Jacob Barnes | white male. 
Nathaniel Blue. 1 white, 1 horse. 
Henry Ingman, Sleepy Creek, 1 White 
Edward Ingman, Back Creek, 1 & 4, next to Luke Ingman 1 & 2 
Tamer Quick, Back Creek, 1 white, 1 black above 12, 1 black above 16, 3 horses. Next to 
Tamer Quinn (probably Quick) 1 white and 1 horse, one Store license. 
John Shinnaberry (Back Creek?) 1 white male. 
Michael Shinnaberry | white male. 
John Shinnaberry | white, 2 horses. 
Christopher Teadrick, Sleepy Creek, 3 & 2 
George Teatrick, Sleepy Creek, 1 & 1 
- District of Jacob Bedinger, Commissioner — whites above 16 & horses 
John Gaunt Sen 3 White, 4 slaves, 13 slaves, 10 horses 
Israel Heath 1 White (Israel married Elizabeth Blue 1799 
Zachariah Heath 2 & 4. 
James Heath 1 white. 
Jonas Heath 1 & 2 
George Shanaberry | white, 2 horses. 


Tax records between 1800-1802 are very important. Found in Property Tax records for Back 
Creek district: Peter Barnes, Abraham Blue, Frederick Blue, Luke Ingman, James Quick, John 
Shinaberry and a 2nd John Shinaberry. All surnames can be connected to the 
Shinaberry/Shinabarger who remove to OH around 1802. Henry Ingman and Christopher 
Teadrick are in Sleepy Creek. Michael Shinnaberry is in Stephens Neck. I believe George 
Shanaberry is in the vicinity of the Gant Plantation. The Commissioner recorded a number of 
Robertsons who owned a Grist Mill there along with the Gaunt family, Edward and John, who 
owned a plantation with several slaves. 


I believe the reference to T Town is the community of Tomahawk which is also along Back Creek. 
Other communities of Tuscarora, just west of Martinsburgh/Martinsburg, and what I believe to 
be Stephens Neck (within the large bend of the Potomac) are on this 1809 map. Mill Creek is 


south close to the county line bordering Hampshire Co. to the south and Jefferson Co. to the 
east. Bath is occasionally mentioned. 


Two residents are noted in Back Creek: Step. Snodgrass and R. Snodgrass. This enables an even 
more precise location as John Shinnaberry is listed in tax records as living between these two 
men. (I am assuming the Commissioner followed a logical pattern of recording the residents of 
his section of land and followed whatever road or path that existed between farms.) 


Berkeley County WV Land Book Vol 1782-1794 


A DISTINCTION between: Personal Property Berkeley County lists where taxes are paid on 
men above age 16 or in some cases 21. The Berkeley County WV Land Book names Proprietors 
who pay tax upon the land they own. This itemizes the # acres owned, price per acre, value, and 
tax paid (in British pound). 


1791 John Shaneberry is recorded as owning 118 acres, price paid 2/8, value 15 pounds, 14 
shillings 8 pence, taxed 1 shilling 2 pence. Recorded in District Ist Battalion, Berkeley County 
by James Wilson, Commissioner which is the same district as John is noted in the previous tax 
on males. 


1792-1793-1794 John Shinaberry recorded with 118 acres, price paid 2/8, value 15 pounds, 14 
shillings 8 pence, taxed 1 shilling 2 pence. Recorded in District 1st Battalion, Berkeley County 
by James Wilson, Commissioner. 


John is not seen in other years. These same land records in various years list Teter Barnes, Vachel 
Metcalf, Adam Tabler, Uriah Blue, Martin Quick, George Creamer — all allied families. It is 
unknow why John is not seen again nor none of the other Shinaberry men appear. 


The map of Berkeley County (below) is from 1809 (Thanks Kipp!). Back Creek to the east and 
Sleepy Creek to the west (highlighted) are located in a narrow strip of land between the two 
creeks and forested land. This rich farming strip is about 5 miles across. A section of land is 
drawn to be a 6-mile by 6-mile area. It appears from the tax records that these families are 
within that section of land. Back Creek's forest and creek were also a good location for a family- 
run saw mill (something that John Jun. established on his land when he moved to Wayne County, 
OH. 


This section of Virginia is about 4 miles from Potomac River and Washington Co. Maryland 
border. This would be the route these families followed when they left Virginia, crossing the 
Potomac at Boyd’ Ferry. Fort Frederick was just across the river. Maryland is a narrow strip of 
land and the PA border is but 8-9 miles further north. 


The most likely route 
would take settlers west to 
Hancock, MD which sits 
on the path that became 
the National Road. They 
could reach Hancock 
using the ferry system. 
Beats walking the entire 
way. From Hancock 
wagons and horses would 
continue west thru 
Maryland before turning 
in a northwesterly route 
around Grantsville before 
_ traveling northwesterly in 
_ the direction of Fayette 
and Washington counties 
in PA. This is about 125 
.| miles. Considering the 
speed of wagons, this 

_ would amount to a 5-to-6- 
_ day trip leaving Hancock. 


_ This map discloses a 
great deal. A church in 
Tomahawk known as 


Ll : “f, \ \ FEAXPLANATIONS "Back Creek Church" 
\ ees eh ‘The Towris Mills kee are markd us is believed to have 
been founded by 


Scotch-Irish 

immigrants from PA 

who settled in Back 

Creek Valley. The 

early congregation 
started by 1745. 


Some early German immigrants were Dunkards or Quakers; there is no indication our ancestors 
followed this path. Many ancestors were connected with Lutheran churches by 1800. Possibly 
the local Germans attended services in their homes until they were able to build a church. The 
Lutheran Church in Martinsburg was opened 1765. 


17) 1802 Property Tax Records District of James Wilson, Commissioner recording white 
males. 
Frederick Blue 1 white. 
Uriah Blue 2 whites, 2 black above 16, 6 horses. 
Abraham Blue 2 white, next to 
Nathaniel Blue 1 white, 1 horse. 
John Shenneberry | white, 2 horses. 


- Charles Orrick, commissioner, Certified 29 Nov, 1802 
Teter Barnes | white males above 16, 2 horses next to 
Jacob Barnes | white males, 2 horses. 
James Blew 3 white males, 3 slaves abovel6, 2 slaves between 12-16, 6 horses. 
James Quick 1 white male, 1 slave above 16, 5 horses. 


There has occurred a large exodus of men from Berkeley County. 1801-1802 is the last mention 
of any Shinaberry men. John is the only one remaining in 1802 after which he either died or 
Joined the others. Many other families are also absent: Tedrick, Ingman, Eagle, Bunn, Metcalf, 
and Huff among others. 


18) 1803 - Property Tax Records list Henry Blue, Uriah Blue, Abraham Blue, Nathaniel Blue. 
Also, Teter Barnes, Jacob Barnes, and James Quick. 


19) 1804 — Lists Peter Blue, Uriah Blue, Jesse Blue, Abraham Blue, Nathaniel Blue, Henry 
Blue. Also listed are Teter Barnes and James Quick 


20) 1805 — Blues Nathanial, Henry, David and Uriah. Barnes Teter and Michael. James Quick 

21) 1806 — Frederick, Peter, Uriah and David Blue. Teter and Henry Barnes. 

22) 1807 — Teter and Henry Barnes and James Quick. 

23) 1808 — Commonwealth of Virginia did not collect taxes for 1808. 

24) 1810 — Lists Teter and Henry Barnes and Michael Barnes. 

25) 1821 — Teter Barnes and 1 horse (last mention of Teter Barnes who died in 1822) 

Nathaniel Blue and 1| horse 

26) 1822 — Nathaniel Blue (Announcement: 28 Mar 1838 — “Nathaniel Blue at an advanced 

age, Sun. last of this county”’) 


According to records and histories written about these families, many left Berkeley County about 
the same time 1802-1805. Most seem to have moved west through Pennsylvania and counties of 
Washington and Fayette are often mentioned. The population in Berkeley County dropped by 
almost 50% between 1800-1810. The lands further west in the Northwest Territory had opened 
up encouraging settlers to claim the cheap land from the indigenous peoples and to make the 
quota necessary to declare a state. On April 30, 1802, Congress passed an act authorizing 
residents of the eastern portion of the Northwest Territory to form a state constitution and 
government. Ohio was admitted as a state less than a year later in March of 1803. The 
population of the new territory quadrupled in size as a result. 


It is of interest to note the map below. Many of these surnames and men who are living for 
several years in Berkeley County, disappear from the tax lists between 1800 and 1805 and now 
appear as neighbors of John Shinabarger in Mohican Township, Wayne County, Ohio. The 
numbers indicate the year that they arrived in the county. 


Site of John Shinabarger farm and sawmill in Southwest Quarter of Section 23 in Mohican 
Township, Wayne County, OH. 


1 = 
eorge Devid 


nyers | |Strouse Many surnames 
| Gm + . 
: are found in 
Berkeley County: 


John Shinaberry 
1809 

Vachel Metcalf 
1809, 1814, 1815, 
John Metcalf 1814 
Edward Metcalf 
1814 

William Metcalf 
1814 

William Eagle 
1815 

Thomas Eagle 
1810 


i aca i vant dane John Eagle 1811 
as an_||stine- 4 yi : - James Murdock 
. od nan leh g 4 1 t 
a 2 pe = 1815 


John Heller 1814 
William Blachley 
1816 

Benjamin Bunn 
Luke Ingman 


Nenry econ wa + 
MeCusn 


‘isem*n |) saith Sagle igefoos| Hogue I urr Sr. or 

Y wit Oi ee c im | 
L_3 
a 


ay :) 
os J - 49 = J = ; 4 ‘ : he. cool 
pa [eye ee ea oo ee 
Hoenv. dewale Daly cbt | pollser a ps 7, |) “ Tylerg” oT 7 
a) a ‘1 ies Cin ality’ >| oi | Ur eee | ewe ea 
oa a ” —— 


vi 
elaere bi 


a 5 miles 


This might be a good place to review the four Shinaberry families being followed, John, Jacob 
Michael and Catherine. Currently, the verified dates and movements, or educated guess, based 
upon available records, indicate: 


10 


S Surnames, date, spelling, and location 


John Schéenberger born about about 1710 and died 1777 Linganore, Frederick Co, MD. 
1.1 Michael Schéenberger 1745-1813 Middletown, Frederick Co, MD by 1769 
1.1.1 Georg Michael Schéenberger 1770 Middletown, Frederick Co, MD* 
1.1.1.1 Jacob Shanabarger 1793 Middleton, 1824 land in Richland Co. OH 
1.1.2 Peter Schéenberger 1770 Middletown, Frederick Co, MD 
Will dated 1837 Peter Shanebarger Funkstown, Washington Co. MD 
1.1.2.1 Jacob Shanebarger 1799 Washington Co. MD 
1871 Funkstown, Washington Co. MD 
1.1.2.1.1 Lewis Shaneberger 1847-1907 Boonsboro, Washington 
Co MD 


*Paul Douglas and Sean Shanabarger descendants and Y-DNA matches. DNA seems to indicate 
that this family is at least one generation older than our immigrant, meaning either a cousin or 
sibling of the John Shinaberry Sen of Berkeley County. This group is never seen in Berkeley 
County but prevalent in Middletown, Maryland for many years. This family used Schéneberger 
at least through 1770. After that time, the anglified name Shanabarger is more often seen. 
Michael Shanabarger b. 1745 is in the Middletown Christ reformed church as Schéneberger and 
his two sons Peter and George Michael are born Schéneberger before Shanebarger and 
Shanabarger is adopted. Possibly the Johann Jacob Schéneberger who married to Anna 
Margareta Roller and died in Linganore, Frederick Co. MD in 1777 is Michael’s father. I wonder 
if this Schdenberger reflects the original German spelling of our name? Because descendants of 
Michael are Y-DNA related, then there is this possibility. 
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Jacob Shineberry born about 1760, married Margaret Life about 1785* 
Jacob Shinneberry 1803 Pendleton Co. VA 
Jacob Shinaberry purchased land 1804 Pendleton Co. VA 
Jacob Shinneburger Will Pendleton Co. VA 1822 
1.1 Peter Shinaberry 1850 Census Pocahontas Co, VA 
1.2 Jacob Shinnaberry land purchase 1815 
Jacob Shinaberry Death notice 1867 


*Lewis Shinaberry b. 1929 Pocahontas Co. VA matches Y-DNA. Some autosomal matches. This 
family arrived Pendleton County at least by 1803 when Jacob paid property tax there. He 
remained in the area and is buried on the family farm there. Always seen as Shinaberry. In same 
area and seeming to follow the same route is 


88 2K 24k 28 2K 2k 2s 2 2k 2s 2 2 8 2K 2k 


John Shinabery born 1764 VA “John Shinabarger emigrated from Virginia in 1802, to 
Pennsylvania, from thence to Mount Vernon, Knox Co. Ohio in 1805 and in 1810 from the last 
named place to Mohican Township, Ashland Co., Ohio...” found 1808 jury Knox County, OH 

John Sheneberry land warrant 24 Aug 1809 Wayne Co. OH 

John Shinaberry 1814 Wayne Co. OH land office 

John Shinaberry. 1815 Quadrennial Census Wayne Co. OH 
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John Shinnabarger 1819 Quadrennial Census Wayne Co. OH 
John Shinaberry. 1820 marriage license to Mehetable Murdock 
John Shinnabarger/Shinabarger 1830-1837 various documents, Will 
1.1. Jacob Shinaberry born about 1794, 1815 Quadrennial Census Wayne Co. OH 
Jacob Shennebarger 1808 Wayne Co. OH land record 
Jacob Shinabarger 1830 Census Wayne Co. OH 
Widow Hannah Shinabarger 1848 tax records Jackson, Porter, IN 
1.2 Susanna Shinneberry born about 1795, married Abraham Blue son of Frederick in 
1816, Wayne Co. OH (**see below). 
1.3. John Shinnebarger Jr born 1799, 1822 marriage to Blachley 
John Shinabarger 1835 Land records Porter Co. IN 
1.4 Joseph Shinegarger born 1808, 1830 & 1840 census as Shinebarger 
1850 Porter Co IN Joseph Shinabarger; death announced 1882 Joseph Shinnabarger; 
tombstone carved Shanabarger. Children who died young buried as Shanabarger. 


Further digging, to line up County/State names to align with dates into a more detailed timeline: 
Event 


Year Starting County / State Becomes a new county? 

Abt 1765 Born Frederick County, VA 1772 Berkeley County, VA- WV 
Abt. 1793 Married 2? 

1794 Jacob Born 

1795 Susanna Born 

1799 John H Born 

1801 James S$ Born 

1802 Moves to PA (SW corner PA?) 

1805 Mary Catherine Born 

1805 Moves to Mt. Vernon, OH 1805 Fairfield County, OH 17 Feb 1808 Knox County, OH 
1808 Joseph C Born 

1810 Moves to Wayne County 1810 Wayne County, OH 1846 Ashland County, OH 
1810 Nancy B Born 

1811 Rebecca Born 

Aft 1811 — bef 1820 ??? Dies 

1820 Married Mehitable Crofoot Murdock Wayne County, OH 

1837 John Dies 1837 Wayne County, OH 


| think you stated it before, that “Ashland” John never actually lived in Ashland County. 


**Frederick Blue born 1755 in Somerset Co. New Jersey died in Jeromesville, Ashland Co. OH 
which because of boundary changes is well within the area where John Shinabarger lived. 
Fredrick's pension application indicates he was drafted into the Army for service into the 
Revolutionary War. It further indicates he moved to Berkeley County about 1785 and lived there 
for 20 years. He then moved to Fairfield Co. OH, lived there for seven years, then moved to 
Mohican Twp., Wayne Co. Frederick signed marriage bonds for his children, Peter and Nancy, 
in Berkeley Co. VA. His son Abraham born 1792 married Susanna Shinabarger in 1816 Wayne 
County. 


28 2K 2k 2 2k 2k 2s 2K 2k 2 2 2 2s ok 


Catherine Susanna Shinaberry* born about 1763 Virginia. Married James Trimble 1784. The 
only reference I have seen is they were married in Maryland. The James Trimble paid property 
tax 1787 in Augusta County which in 1788 became Pendleton County. And in 1863 became West 
Virginia. The Trimbles became well-established in that area. 


*There are many autosomal DNA matches with the family of Catherine and James Trimble. 
Because it is only autosomal, one cannot differentiate between the maternal and paternal lines. 
Because there are over 50 matches, far more that matches with Jacob or Michael, there is the 
remaining question if both Catherine and James are ancestors. Could Shinaberry siblings have 
married Trimble siblings? 
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26 388 28 2g 2k 2k 2k 2k 2s 2s 28s 2 2K 2K 


Michael Shinaberry born 1773 in Virginia married Catherine Barnes, daughter of Teter Barnes 
ca 1792 in Berkeley Co. Virginia* 
Michael Shinabery estate 1809 Knox Co. OH 
Michael Shinaberry deed heirs of, dated 1814 Mr. Vernon, Knox Co. OH 
1.1 John Edward Shinaberry “John Shinaberry Jr son of Michael Shinaberry” land deed 
1810 
1.3 Joseph Barnes Shinaberry 1830 Liberty, Knox Co. OH census 


*Rick Shinabery 1944, father died OH, Y-DNA match. Some autosomal matches. Michael 
Shinaberry died in May 1809 in Knox County, OH. “Michael Shinaberry came to Knox Co OH 
with his family in 1806/07 and soon after family tradition says Michael was killed by a falling 
tree between 22 Oct 1808 when he bought land there and 3 May 1809 when estate opened and 
wife Catherine given letters of Administration.” The widow Catherine married about 1821 to 
Michael Cramer Sr. This probably is the Cramer seen in the Berkeley Co. tax records and living 
in Sleepy Creek. 


I feel confident that the Michael seen in Berkeley County is this Shinaberry because of the 
presence of Teter Barnes. Teter left his plantation on Back Creek to live with his son Henry. Teter 
died about Dec 1822 and in his Will names four sons Daniel, John, Jacob, and Henry, daughter 
Catherine Creamer and Elizabeth Irwin. Granddaughters Elizabeth Bowman, Polly Barnes, 
daughter of my son Henry, grandson William Barnes son of Henry. Executor is Henry Barnes 
who got the 226-acre plantation on Back Creek. 

Teter probably buried in area of Johnstown. 


388 2K 2k 28 2K 2k 28 2K 2k 2 2 2 is 2k 


Additional mention for Balthasar Schéenberger of Lower Windsor, York Co. PA* His sons 
remain in that area. This family generally uses the Shenberger spelling in further generations. It 
is a well-documented family as far back as Balthasar’s entry into Philadelphia in 1732. 

*Lloyd Wilmer 1947 and a Bob Shenberger - Y- DNA different Haplo group/T-M70. No 
relationship. 


Tidbits and hints also discovered: 

Metcalf arrived in Frederick/Berkeley Co by 1752 

Earliest Blue arrived Frederick/Hampshire Co by 1725 but a land grant of 1754 hints he was 
already living there. Hampshire Co. was carved from portions of Frederick and Augusta counties 
in 1754. It was all VA until 1863 when WV was created. 

Searching records and landed owners and tenants, nothing to indicate that our family was in 


Fairfax County VA. I found book online on Fairfax lands. Surnames of owners and tenants seem 
lacking any German names. 
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MARRIAGES 


Source: West Virginia Marriages, 1780-1970 

-George Shennibere 23 Dec 1788 to Hannah Heath Berkeley Co. (in Berkeley Co. tax records 
there are several Heath families in same section as George, one of these would be his father-in- 
law.) 

-Michael Shenneberry 31 Jul 1794 to Sussan Miller in Martinsburg, Berkeley Co WV (there are 
numerous Miller families in Berkeley Co. tax records.) 


Berkeley County Marriage Records 1781-1854 by Guy L Keesecker 
Jacob Sheneberg m. Margaret Weise 5 Feb 1793 

Michael Shenenberg m. Susan Miller. 31 Jul 1794 

George Shennebere m. Hannah Heath 23 Dec 1788 


Because of the year of marriage, I assume these are sons who turned 21 during the time of these 
tax records, or perhaps it is a second marriage by a father. I do not recognize any of the 
marriages and surnames of spouses (other than George and Hannah Heath). Average age of men 
at first marriage was about 20-23, for women usually younger at 18-20 with a first child born 
within a year and one following about every 2 years. Often dying as a result of childbirth, many 
women died at a very young age. If a man married later than average, it was quite often a second 
marriage. Widows tended to quickly remarry, especially if they had young children. 


I will continue to examine tax and land records and follow allied surnames. This does seem to be 
leading research in the right direction. 


FOLLOWING EARLY CENSUS RECORDS 


Unfortunately, the 1790 Berkeley Co. Federal Census was destroyed. The 1810 Census is 
available and lists heads of families. No Shinaberry appears. 


Jefferson County was carved from Berkeley Co. October 1801. It is southeast of Martinsburg and 
across the Opequon Creek to the east and the Potomac on the south in what is now West Virginia. 
In 1810 it was still part of VA. Within the 1810 census, surnames of interest include: 

- Michael Shoneberger with 3 males under 10, 2 males under 10, male over 45, 4 
females under 10, 1 female under 16, 1 under 45, page 30. Age indicates he was born 
about 1764. This does not appear to be Michael Shinaberry as it is known that he and 
his wife Catherine Barnes moved to OH where he died in 1809. 

- Zachariah Heath, Jesse Blue, Rachel Heath, and Jacob Bedinger. 

This raises questions: Is this Michael the George who married Hannah Heath in Berkeley Co. in 
1788? Currently, it is unknown what happens to George Shinaberry after 1801. Did these men 
move by 1810 or was their land incorporated into the new county of Jefferson in 1801? 


WHO IS JOHN? Version 2023 


John Shinaberry Senior emigrated as a young man around age 20-25 probably between 1750- 
1755, arriving into Philadelphia PA. From there, like many Germans at the time, he may have 
first gone to Lancaster and York Counties. Though all records found as yet indicate the family 
was Lutheran, they could have been Dunkards. If so, Dunkards were not welcomed into PA and 
many moved further east onto the Lord Fairfax lands of Frederick County, VA. Being Pacifist, 
the American Revolution period 1765-1791, did not ingratiate them into the hearts of the 
colonists. 
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John Senior may have fought in the American Revolution but his service record has not been 
located as yet and I have noted a real absence of German names in records. John Senior most 
likely married once in America sometime between 1755-1764. It is unknown if he married in 
Pennsylvania or Virginia. In 1772, Berkeley County is created out of Frederick Co. and this is 
where John Senior is found in tax records in 1785 as John Shunaberry. The Commissioner 
responsible for collecting the tax lists 1 white male above 21 and 2 white males under 21. 


John Shinaberry Junior was born 1764 in Virginia. He would have reached maturity, 21, in 1786. 
It is in that year that he first appears alongside John Senior in the Berkeley County Property Tax 
Records. John Junior again appears with his father John Senior in 1787 and his tithe is paid by 
his father. They are living in the district of Back Creek. 


In subsequent tax records, John Junior appears to be living in close proximity to other male 
siblings: Michael Shaneberry/Shinaberry in 1790; Jacob Shinneberry in 1794. Also, George 
Shanaberry in 1789; and Nicholas Shaneberry in 1794. George and Nicholas are yet to be placed 
but ages can be estimated as they would begin to appear in the tax rolls at age 16-21 unless 
otherwise noted. 


John Junior probably marries in Berkeley County by 1793 and his spouse remains unknown. 
More than likely, she is a daughter of a neighbor or belonged to the same church. John and his 
spouse have their first four children in Berkeley County: Jacob 1794, Susanna 1795, John 1799, 
and James 1801. 


John Shinaberry Junior 1764 left Berkeley Co. by 1802. “John Shinabarger emigrated from 
Virginia in 1802, to Pennsylvania, from thence to Mount Vernon, Knox Co. Ohio in 1805 and in 
1810 from the last-named place to Mohican Township ... Entered southwest quarter of section 
23 in said township...When he removed to Mohican Township, his wife and seven children 
constituted his family....” John is found in 1808 in Knox County and he has a land grant in 
Mohican Twp. 1809. It is unknown if John Shinaberry Senior also followed or died in Berkeley 
Co. There are no Shinaberrys seen after 1802 in Berkeley Co. 


Very possibly, John and his family resided in the region of Washington and Fayette counties in 
PA. They had approximately 3 years between leaving Back Creek and arriving in Knox Co. OH. 
During that time, they possibly met more of the families who would eventually marry daughters. 
From Washington Co. are William Paxton who married John’s daughter Rebecca, the William 
Boyd Blachly family whose daughter Eleanor married John’s son John Jr. and a second daughter 
Sarah Ann was married to John’s son James (James also had a short marriage to Electa Jane, 
daughter of James Blachly). 


John Shinaberry Junior’s daughter Catharine was born 1805 and son Joseph was born 1808, 
probably in Knox Co. His last two children Nancy 1810 and Rebecca 1811 were born in 
Mohican Twp. Wayne County. His first spouse died sometime between 1811 and 1820. On 21 
May 1820, John Shinaberry married the widow Mehetable Crofoot Murdock. His Will, written as 
John Shinnabarger and dated in 1836, names his widow Mehetable and son Jacob and neighbors 
and lifelong friends Edmond Ingmund, James Huff and Elijah Yocum are executors. John made 
his mark as he could not write his name. John died 7 Mar 1837. 


In almost all records after 1850s, the surname is seen as Shinabarger. 
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If so inclined, other reports concerning this research can be found: 


Connecting Families of Dozen Ss - published Sept 2022 


DNA Summary - published Jan 2021 


Patricia Bunyard 
June 2023 
patbunyard@charter.net 
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